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CIA Abuse

to ‘Cover’

for Kennedy Charged

Sen. Margaret Chase Smith Alleges
Downgrading of Missile Gap Estimates

© WASHINGTON (B --Sen.
Margaret Chase ”smm (R-
Me.) said Sunday some
Democrats arve trying to use
ihe Central Intelligence
Agency “asadumping
ground for lhe 1960 cam-
paign statements of candi-
date Kennedy.”

The woman
senator referred to stlate-
menis by Sen. Symington
(D-Mo.) and others that a
sharp down-grading of esti-
mates on Soviet Russian mis-
sile and combat strength by
CIA  had eliminated thc
“misgile gap.” i

President Kenneds. Sys|
mington and other Uemo-
cratic speechmakers said in’
the 1960 presidential cam-
paign that Russia held aavidc
margin in long-range ’ Fmis.
siles and blamed the Hisen-
hower Administration fm
letting this “rmssxle gar)”
velop. :
in defense dppropuatmn 5
testimony released last weel:.
symington traced the course
of CIA briefings.on Soviet
missile strength” in "1959-60-
61 and ‘said, in effect, that the
CFA created the “mis&ile]
gap” up to 1960 and, de-
stroyed. it in revised e€sti-:
mates in 1961.

Calls It a ‘Hot Potato’

Secretary of Defense Mc-!
Namara agreed the intelli-!
gence estimates of- Russian:
\uength had béen revised
downward sharply and \ald
anyone basing 1960 mlmle
gap claims on the then cur-
rent estimates spoke in good‘
faith.

Questioned about this b)\
Sen. Keating (R-N.Y.) on a;
program taped for radio-TV;

use in New York, Mrs. Smnh

saxd

“I'm very skeptical about!
putting the hot potato of the!
missile gap on the door:,tep
of the CIA. The CIA is be-!

which are coming back to
haunt him as President.
“I do not have a very high

the CIA, especially after the
Cuban fiasco and the U-2 dis-
aster, but apparently it is
now being used as a dump-
ing ground for the 1960 cam-
paign statements of caundi-!
date Kennedy. 1

“] believe it needs tu have
a more useful purpose than
that.”

'{ép{lblican ¥

been mumled q\,]l
said:

most ineonclusive. [ don’t see,
that they have produced any;‘
significant accomplishment.”|
A member. of this special,
probe  group, the woman;
senator said the hearings;
will go on for a long tullei
with some 40 more witnesses!
listed 1o testify on (v 00p-
training and military par tic-
ipation in public seminars. !
i Keating asked about

charges of Sen. Thurmondiforces, saying,
(D-8.C.) that anti-Commu:|country’s system of military

amist Jnilitar'y leaders have reserves and National Guard
Srnith forces, sayiing; “What was

“The hearings have be&.ﬂ reryvisls wi ere called up. ‘

welared war in South V)ct-.

2111 against the Commumnt
gudprillas and Mrs. Smith\
replied: ’ k
“Tt’s no more of -an unde-
clared war than what Rus-
sia is doing all over the
world. It might even be that
the United States, ai long
last, is standing on it$ own
feet somewhere.” .
“What was

wrong last yearwas the hap-
hazdrd way in which thc re-
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